
 
Secondary LISD Film Festival Judging Rubric  

Judging Criteria Extraordinary 
100 

Satisfactory 
50 

Needs Improvement 
20 

Incomplete 
0 

Score 

Purpose  
& Theme 

This video is clear, focused, 
relevant, compelling and purpose 
of project is clearly accomplished.  
 
Telling, quality details give the 
viewer important information that 
goes beyond the obvious or 
predictable. 
 
Thorough evidence of 
imagination, creativity, or 
thoughtfulness 

The video is clear, focused, 
relevant and purpose of project is 
adequately accomplished.  
 
Telling details give the viewer 
important information that is 
obvious or predictable. 
 
Some evidence of imagination, 
creativity, or thoughtfulness 

The video is fairly broad and 
purpose of project is suggested but 
unclear. 
 
Support is attempted, but doesn't 
go far enough yet in fleshing out  the 
key issues or story line. 
 
Limited evidence of 
imagination, creativity, or 
thoughtfulness 

Video has no clear sense of 
purpose or central theme.  
 
Does not convey information or 
message. 
 
No evidence of imagination, 
creativity, or thoughtfulness 

 

Opening Titles The titles are compelling &  
provide motivating content that  
hooks the viewer from the start  
of the video & keeps the  
audience's attention. 

The titles are clear & coherent  
& evoke interest & a response  
from the viewers. 
 

The titles show some structure, but  
do not create a strong sense of what  
is to follow 
 

The titles do not orient the  
audience to what will follow.  

 

Cinematography All shots are clearly focused &  
well framed.  
 
The video is steady.  
 
Video shows evidence of  
excellent selection of various  
camera shots and methods that 
tell a story. 
 
 

Most of the shots are clearly  
focused & well framed.  
 
The video is mostly steady.  
 
Video shows evidence of fair 
selection of various camera shots 
and methods that tell a story. 

Most of the shots are not clearly  
focused & well framed.  
 
The video rocks &/or shakes.  
 
The video does not show much 
evidence of various camera shots 
and methods that tell a story. 

All of the shots are not  
clearly focused & well  
framed.  
 
The video rocks &/ 
or shakes throughout most  
of the film. 
 
 

 

Video Editing & 
Transitions 
 

Shots & scenes flow  
seamlessly. Transitions are used  
solely to aid in communicating  
the main idea & smooth the  
flow from one scene to the  
next.  
 
Visual effects are used  
wisely for emphasis. 

Video moves fairly smoothly  
from shot to shot.  Transitions are 
used, and fairly aid in 
communicating the main idea & as 
well as flow from one scene to the 
next.  
 
Visual effects adequately add to 
video.  

Video is choppy from shot to shot 
and the types of transitions  
selected are not always appropriate  
for the scene. There are many  
unnatural breaks &/or early cuts.  
 
 
Visual effects are overdone &  
distract from content. 
 

No transitions between clips are 
used. Raw clips run back to back 
in the final video. The video 
lacks an appropriate edit. 
 

 



Audio Editing The dialogue and/or lack of 
dialogue enhances the story with 
editing to show continuity.  
 
Background audio is kept in  
balance & does not overpower  
the main audio.  

The dialogue is clear. 
 
 
Background audio is mostly kept 
in balance & sometimes 
overpower the main audio.  
 

The dialogue is audible, but the 
viewer has to strain to hear. 
 
The background audio  
overpowers the primary audio.  
 
 

The dialogue is absent or 
inaudible.  
 
The background audio detracts 
from the film. 

 

Sound Design  The sound design stirs a rich  
emotional response that  
enhances the storytelling.  
 
 
The sound design enhances the 
storytelling and adds excellent 
value & atmosphere to the film. 
 

The sound design stirs an  
emotional response that  
somewhat enhances the  
storytelling.  
 
The sound design adds value & 
atmosphere to the film. 
  

The sound design does not stir an  
emotional response.  
 
 
 
The sound design does not 
enhance the storytelling, & does not 
add value & atmosphere to the film. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The sound design is distracting, 
cut-off/inconsistent, 
inappropriate, or completely 
missing.  

 

Closing Credits  The closing credits are  
accurate, legible, & draw the  
viewer’s attention. 

Most of the closing credits are  
accurate, legible, & draw the  
viewer’s attention. 

Some of the closing credits are  
accurate, legible, & draw the  
viewer’s attention. 
 

None of the closing credits  
are accurate, legible, & draw the 
viewer’s attention. 

 

Pacing of the Film 
 

Variety of pacing and 
changes fit the “mood” of the 
content.  Pacing keeps 
viewers interested. 

Video moves at a steady pace, 
fast enough to keep the viewers 
interested and slow enough to tell 
the complete story. 

Some video clips are too long or 
too short and leave out essential 
action or dialogue. 
 

Most of the video is too long or 
too short and interferes with 
viewers interest. 
 

 

    Total Score  

 
 
 
 
 
 


